Arraignment and Plea [From Benchbook 1.07.A-B]
A.	Preliminary Questions
[If proceeding directly from a preliminary hearing or waiver of indictment, skip to B.]
Have oath administered and ask the defendant:
1.	What is your full name?
2.	How old are you?
3.	How far did you go in school? What is your employment experience?
	[If you are not sure the defendant can understand English, ask:]
4.	Are you able to speak and understand English?
	[If the defendant has an attorney, ask if counsel has been able to communicate with the defendant. If you doubt the defendant’s capacity to understand English, use a certified interpreter. See 28 U.S.C. § 1827.]
5.	Are you currently or have you recently been under the care of a physician or a psychiatrist or been hospitalized or treated for narcotics addiction? Have you taken any drugs, medicine, or pills or drunk any alcoholic beverage in the past twenty-four hours?
	[If the answer to either question is yes, pursue the subject with the defendant and with counsel to determine that the defendant is currently competent to enter a plea.]
6.	Do you have an attorney?
	[If not, see supra section 1.02: Appointment of Counsel or Pro Se Representation).]
B.	Ask the defendant:
1.	Have you received a copy of the indictment [information]?
2.	Have you had time to consult with your attorney?
3.	[Read the indictment (or have it read) to the defendant or summarize the charges for the defendant.]
	[Consider informing the defendant of the maximum statutory penalty and any applicable statutory minimum sentence.]
4.	How do you plead to the charges?

